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PROFILE 
 

Kathryn Burrell is a researcher, educator, and media professional whose work centers on 
cinematic genre theory, popular film, and streaming video on demand. She combines formalist 
and industrial approaches to examine how genre operates ideologically in contemporary cinema. 
Her teaching emphasizes accessibility, equity, and critical engagement, drawing from film 
analysis, media industry studies, and cultural critique. With a background in videography, 
photography, and digital media production, she brings practical experience into the classroom in 
ways that complement theoretical inquiry. Through project-based learning and creative 
assignments, she guides students to explore the formal and cultural dimensions of media while 
developing both analytical and technical fluency. Outside the classroom, she has held roles in 
grants and higher education administration, applying her interdisciplinary expertise across film 
studies and communication. 
 
EDUCATION 
 

Ph.D. in Communication​
University of Massachusetts Amherst, College of Social and Behavioral Sciences 
ABD, Expected Spring 2027 

Graduate Certificate in Film Studies​
University of Massachusetts Amherst, In progress 

M.A. in Communication​
Northern Arizona University, College of Social and Behavioral Sciences  
2020, With Distinction​
Emphasis Track: Documentary Studies 
Thesis: Genre Fluidity in French New Wave Documentary and Fiction Films. 
 
B.A. in Theatre​
Georgia Southern University, College of Arts and Humanities 
2017, Cum Laude 
Minor degree: Film Studies 
Senior Thesis: Dramaturgy and Videography for GSU’s Chicago.​
 
ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE 

Graduate Teaching Associate – Program Process in TV​
University of Massachusetts Amherst | Fall 2025–Present 

●​ Teaches undergraduate production labs in support of the lecture course. 
●​ Provides technical and theoretical instruction in film and television production. 
●​ Manages student grading and evaluation in coordination with the course director.​
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Graduate Teaching Assistant (Grader) – Introduction to Journalism & Introduction to 
Visual Storytelling​
University of Massachusetts Amherst | Fall 2024–Present 

●​ Provides detailed written feedback and grades for written assignments and multimedia 
projects. 

●​ Supports large lecture courses focused on media writing and visual communication.​
 

Graduate Teaching Associate – Introduction to Public Speaking​
University of Massachusetts Amherst | Fall 2023–Spring 2025 

●​ Developed and delivered weekly lectures, assignments, and assessments. 
●​ Led classroom instruction, integrating theory and practice in public speaking. 
●​ Oversaw grading, student communication, and accommodation processes.​

 

Instructor – Introduction to Film Studies (University Without Walls)​
University of Massachusetts Amherst | Summer 2023 

●​ Designed and taught an asynchronous undergraduate course in film analysis. 
●​ Created multimedia lectures and assessments tailored for online learners. 
●​ Managed grading, feedback, and student accommodations independently.​

 

Graduate Teaching Assistant​
University of Massachusetts Amherst | Fall 2022–Spring 2023 

●​ Assisted in course instruction, grading, and administrative tasks across multiple 
communication courses. 

●​ Maintained the learning management system and ensured ADA compliance. 
●​ Supported lesson planning and occasional guest lecturing.​

 

Graduate Teaching Assistant – Public Speaking, Communication Analysis, History of 
Documentary​
Northern Arizona University | August 2019–December 2020 

●​ Served as instructor of record for two remote sections of Public Speaking (27 students 
each). 

●​ Designed lectures and course content across modalities (in-person, hybrid, online). 
●​ Supported large lecture and seminar courses through grading, content delivery, and 

curriculum development. 
●​ Nominated for Faculty/Staff of the Month for teaching excellence. 
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University of Massachusetts Amherst 

●​ Instructor of Record: Program Process in TV Lab ​ ​ ​ ​ Fall 2025 
●​ Grader: Introduction to Journalism ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Spring 2025 
●​ Grader: Introduction to Visual Storytelling ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Spring 2025 
●​ Instructor of Record: Public Speaking ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Spring 2025 
●​ Grader: Introduction to Journalism ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Fall 2024 
●​ Instructor of Record: Public Speaking  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Fall 2024 
●​ Instructor of Record: Public Speaking ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Spring 2024 
●​ Instructor of Record: Public Speaking ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Fall 2023 
●​ Instructor of Record: Introduction to Film Studies ​ ​ ​ ​ Summer 2023 
●​ Teaching Assistant: Introduction to Rhetoric & Performance Studies ​ Spring 2023 
●​ Teaching Assistant: Introduction to Media Industries & Institutions ​ Spring 2023 
●​ Teaching Assistant: Film & TV Production Concepts​ ​ ​ Fall 2022 
●​ Teaching Assistant: Storied Encounters​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Fall 2022 

Northern Arizona University 

●​ Instructor of Record: Public Speaking ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Fall 2020 
●​ Teaching Assistant: History of Documentary ​ ​ ​ ​ Spring 2020 
●​ Teaching Assistant: Communication Analysis ​ ​ ​ ​ Spring 2020 

 
 
ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS 
 
Book Chapters 
 
Documenting the Black Experience, 2nd edition (McFarland), editor Novotny Lawrence, invited. 
 
 
Articles 
 
‘I’m Not a Girl,’ ‘I’m Just Ken:’ Gender, Agency, and Commodity in “Barbie” and 
“Crossroads.”  Under Review, Journal of Popular Culture 
 
 
Book Reviews 
 
Burrell, Kathryn. 2024. “Screening Social Justice: Brave New Films and Documentary 
Activism" Journal of Popular Culture, July 1. doi:10.1111/jpcu. 13366. 
  
Burrell, K. (2024). “Watching Game of Thrones: How Audiences Engage with Dark Television.” 
Journal of Popular Film and Television, 1–4. https://doi.org/10.1080/01956051.2024.2320617 
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CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 
  
Hollywood, Marvel, and Streaming: Transmedia Tactics Transforming Cinematic Genre 
Theory.  
 The Hollywood Conference; University of Southern California,  Los Angeles, CA, July 2025. 
  
‘I’m Not a Girl,’ ‘I’m Just Ken:’ Gender, Agency, and Commodity in “Barbie” and 
“Crossroads.”  
Blockbuster Futures Conference; University of Indiana, Bloomington, IN, October 2024.  
  
‘I'm Not a Girl,’ 'I'm Just Ken:’ An Analysis of 'Crossroads' (2002) and 'Barbie' (2023). 
Popular Culture/American Culture Association; Chicago, IL, March 2024. 
  
Historiography in the Film Archive: Making New Conclusions About the American 
Immigration Film. 
Cultural Studies Association; Fairfax, VA, June 2023. 
  
From Shield to Ass: Reassessing the Captain America Complex through Contemporary 
Films and Television. 
Popular Culture/American Culture Association; San Antonio, TX, April 2023. 
  
Genre Fluidity: Applying American Methodology to Agnes Varda. 
Southwest American/Popular Culture Association; Albuquerque, NM, Feb. 2021. 
  
  
CONTINUING EDUCATION 
  
DEFA Film Library East German Film Summer Institute Blackness and Black Experiences 
in DEFA and East Germany. University of Massachusetts at Amherst, June 11-17, 2023. 
  
New York Conservatory for Dramatic Arts.  
Summer Training Program. Film and Television Acting. 
New York, NY, 2012.  
  
GRANTS, AWARDS, AND HONORS 
Teaching Commendation for Excellence in Graduate Teaching​
University of Massachusetts Amherst, Fall 2024​
University of Massachusetts Amherst, Fall 2023 
 
Non-Working Summer Fellowship​
University of Massachusetts Amherst, Department of Communication, May 2025 
University of Massachusetts Amherst, Department of Communication, May 2024 
University of Massachusetts Amherst, Department of Communication, May 2023 
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Travel Grants​
University of Massachusetts Amherst, Department of Communication, Fall 2024 
University of Massachusetts Amherst, Department of Communication, Spring 2024,  
University of Massachusetts Amherst, Department of Communication, Fall 2023 
University of Massachusetts Amherst, Department of Communication, Spring 2023 
 
Laura Bassi Scholarship (Partial Offer, Declined)​
Editing Press, April 2023 
 
Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society Inductee​
Northern Arizona University, 2020 
 
Southeast Regional Student Emmy Nomination – Non-News Category​
National Academy of Television Arts & Sciences,  2015 
  
SERVICE & PROFESSIONAL ENGAGEMENT 
 
Academic & Research Service 

●​ Organizer, Philosophy and Cultural Studies Reading Group, University of 
Massachusetts Amherst, Fall 2023 – Present 

●​ Graduate Research Accelerator Committee Chair, Communication Graduate Students 
Association (CGSA), University of Massachusetts Amherst, Fall 2023 – Spring 2025 

●​ Graduate Representative, Research and Intellectual Life (RaIL) Committee, 
Communication Department, University of Massachusetts Amherst, Fall 2023 – Spring 
2025 

 
University & Community Service 

●​ Graduate Appeal Hearing Board Member, Northern Arizona University, 2019 – 
2020 

●​ Digital Documentarian & Volunteer, Days for Girls, Flagstaff, AZ, 2019 – 2020 
 
Media & Arts Engagement 

●​ Photographer, Videographer, & Volunteer, High Country Humane, Flagstaff, 
AZ, 2018 

●​ Photographer & Videographer, Georgia Southern University Department of 
Theatre, 2016 – 2018 

●​ Judge, GCA Student Film Festival, 2018 
●​ Judge, Campus Movie Fest, Georgia Southern University, 2018 

 
 
ADDITIONAL PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
Grants Coordinator (Temporary Contract) 
Grants and Sponsored Research Office, Smith College, Northampton, MA​
Summer 2024 

●​ Managed grant applications, tracking proposal submissions, and award distributions in 
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Workday and Banner. 
●​ Conducted research on funding opportunities, institutional grant policies, and potential 

funders. 
●​ Assisted in maintaining faculty grant-seeking resources and updating the GSR website. 
●​ Supported grant stewardship by compiling data for scholarship and program reports, 

tracking student and alumnae outcomes, and drafting select reports. 
●​ Provided administrative assistance, including scheduling meetings, disseminating 

documents, and proofreading proposals, budgets, and correspondence. 
●​ Ensured compliance with institutional and funding agency guidelines. 

 
Videographer 
Office of Faculty Development, University of Massachusetts Amherst, Amherst, MA​
Summer 2023, Summer 2024 

●​ Led videography projects focused on academic harassment awareness and faculty 
development. 

●​ Managed video production from pre-production through post-production, ensuring 
high-quality educational content. 

●​ Collaborated with faculty, administrators, and instructional designers on multimedia 
projects. 

●​ Utilized Adobe Photoshop and Premiere Pro to edit and optimize video content for online 
platforms. 

 
Executive Administrative Assistant (Temporary Contract) 
Women Make Movies, New York, NY​
Spring – Summer 2022 

●​ Provided executive-level administrative support, including scheduling and agenda 
coordination for the Executive Director. 

●​ Maintained confidential project data, donor records, and financial documentation. 
●​ Processed donor contributions and filmmaker disbursements, ensuring accurate financial 

tracking. 
●​ Assisted with contract management, renewals, and compliance documentation. 
●​ Supervised interns, overseeing workflow, task delegation, and training. 
●​ Drafted and distributed donor thank-you letters and tax receipts. 

 
Videographer & Photographer 
Multimedia Development Center, Georgia Southern University, Statesboro, GA​
August 2014 – December 2017 

●​ Assisted in producing university marketing and educational video content. 
●​ Developed and managed the university’s professional headshot system, a workflow still 

in use today. 
●​ Provided videography and photography services for university events and promotional 

materials. 
●​ Edited video and photography using Adobe Premiere Pro and Photoshop. 
●​ Earned a Southeast Regional Student Emmy Nomination for Non-News production. 
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